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Dear Parents / Carers,

Most parents have now signed their child up to Tapestry (Reception and Y1) and Seesaw (Y2,3,4,5 and
6). If you haven’t please do so as a matter of urgency. If you are having difficulties please contact the
school office by phone (01706 369639) or email office@stmargaretsce.rochdale.sch.uk
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Since returning in September, schools have been tasked by the Department of Education to prepare for
a possible further lockdown and to be ready to continue teaching in a remote way that ‘aligns as closely
as possible with in-school provision’. The guidance given to schools also states it is an expectation that
schools must, ‘Develop remote education so that it is integrated into school curriculum planning. Remote
education may need to be an essential component in the delivery of the school curriculum for some
pupils, alongside classroom teaching, or in the case of a local lockdown.’
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/actions-for-schools-during-the-coronavirus-
outbreak/guidance-for-full-opening-schools

In order to address the above, we have been busy preparing to use Tapestry and Seesaw. It is important
that we are using this technology in school and at home so that children become confident users of
these systems. This will enable them to access remote teaching from home, should it become necessary
in the future.

Where a class bubble will need to self-isolate, or there is a local lockdown requiring children to remain at
home, we need to have the capacity to offer immediate remote education. Children will have to
undertake learning at home, just as they would have done if they were in school. Teachers will be
monitoring work completed and giving feedback. It is no longer good enough for us to send a pack of
paper work out for children to complete. Doing this, children can only rehearse things they can already
do, they are being taught nothing new and there is no feedback about whether children have accurately
completed their work or not. School will need to closely track that children are continuing with their
education remotely.

It is evident that school staff are becoming affected by Covid-19, either by isolating due to being in close
contact with someone who tests positive, being told to isolate through track and trace, or having to
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isolate due to waiting for tests results. Many local schools have already sent bubbles of children and staff
home to isolate. Working with a much reduced staff team and the restriction of maintaining the integrity
of group bubbles is forcing schools to provide teaching differently at times. This may be by using
teaching assistants or remote teaching with year group teams. If a member of staff is well but isolating
they can teach from home remotely.

In the event of a lockdown, Reception and Year 1 children will continue their learning through Tapestry
and Year 2,3,4,5 and 6 through Seesaw. Teaching videos will be uploaded, activities will be set and
these will be uploaded and returned to the teacher for evaluation using this portal.

Finally, please can | reassure you that you will be informed if a child tests positive in school. At this
moment there are NO positive cases at St Margaret’s.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Maxine Beresford

(Head teacher)

Mrs Nicole McShane

(Deputy Head teacher)



